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Washington, D.C.  – The NAACP today congratulated the Justice Policy 
Institute on the release of its study, “Cellblocks or Classrooms” and called 
on states and the federal government to rethink their spending priorities in 
light of the study’s findings. 
 
“It is sad that our states are finding it easier to contribute more to 
incarcerating our men and women and creating a downward spiral of 
poverty and destitution rather than investing through our educational 
system to create an upward spiral of accomplishment and achievement,” 
said Hilary O. Shelton the Director of the NAACP Washington Bureau.  
“The fact that state spending on corrections grew at six times the rate of 
state spending on higher education for the last 15 years, and that nearly 
188,000 more African American men were in prison and jail during that 
time than in universities and colleges is a travesty.  The NAACP sees a 
direct link between the spending trends of the states and the plight of 
African American men today, and we are committed to correcting these 
misplaced priorities.” 
 
The landmark Justice Policy Institute study entitled “Cellblocks or 
Classrooms” provides an in-depth analysis of the fiscal trade-off between 
spending on prisons versus education, and the impact of those fiscal 
choices on African American men. The report clearly establishes that our 
nations colleges and universities have lost budget battles to the nations 
growing prison system.  
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Mr. Shelton went on to reiterate some of the more disturbing findings in the 
study.  During the last fifteen years of the millennium, state spending on 
corrections grew at 6 times the rate of state spending on higher education, 
and that the increase in state spending on prisons ($20 billion) was nearly 
double that of the increase on colleges and universities ($10.7) billion. 
From 1985 to 2000, the total change in spending on higher education by 
states was 24%, compared with 166% for corrections. 
 
“The report’s secondary finding is, in some ways, even more disturbing, 
although not surprising to most members of the NAACP,” stated Mr. 
Shelton.  “By the year 2000, there were an estimated 791,600 African 
American men in prison and jail, and 603,000 in higher education. 3 times 
as many African American men were added to the nation’s prison systems 
than were added to colleges during the last two decades. The report 
shows that 38 states and the federal system added more African American 
men behind bars than were added to their respective higher education 
systems.” 
 
“It is indeed a sad statement about our nation that it appears to be easier 
for governments to invest precious public dollars into the incarceration of 
African American men, than it is for them to invest in higher education. 
This spending emphasis across our nation and by the federal government 
must change.  The NAACP is working hard to convince federal and state 
legislators that we need to review our current budget priorities and take a 
long, hard look at the impact our budgets are having.”  Mr. Shelton 
concluded his comments by adding that studies such as this one should do 
a tremendous amount in helping NAACP members focus their legislators’ 
attention on the need to spend more money and resources on education 
and less on incarceration. 
 
Founded in 1909, The National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) is the nation’s oldest and largest civil rights 
organization.  Its half-million adult and youth members throughout the 
United States and the world are the premier advocates for civil rights in 
their communities, conducting voter mobilization and monitoring equal 
opportunity in the public and private sectors. 
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